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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This case has been assigned to a new examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-27 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 21-25 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a multiple 
dependent claim must refer to other claims in the alternative only. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, 
the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

4. Claims 17-27 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(1) as being in improper form. Where a claim 
sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be separated by a line 
indentation. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claims 17-27 are replete with typographical errors. The newly submitted claims also have 
italicized words, which should be removed. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 20 and 26-27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 

invention. 

7. In regard to claims 26-27, Applicant previously defined the transport protocol as FTP and the 
method of communications as FTP download in claim 17. Claim 26 and claim 27 depend from cancelled 
claim 1. Claims 26 and 27 redefine the transport protocol as SOAP and HTTP, respectively. One of 
ordinary skill in the art is unable to ascertain what Applicant intends by these two claims based on 
dependency and antecedent basis issues, and the fact that these claims directly contradict subject matter 
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claimed in independent claim 17 which is the only currently pending independent claim. The claims 
cannot be treated on the merits at this time. 

8. The term "scalability and better performance" in claim 20 is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term "scalability and better performance" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Skarbo et al. (US 
6,317,777). 

11. In regard to claim 17, Skarbo disclosed: 
a server computer, column 2, line 40 

a host computer, column 2, line 41 

a server software application installed on said server computer, column 2, line 40 
a host software application installed on a client computer, column 2, line 41 
shared electronic documents stored on the host computer by placing said document into a special 
folder where it is found by the host software application where said host software application monitors the 
shared folder by means of a watchdog service, column 2, line 51 - column 3, line 10 
said server software application comprises: 

a method of communication with said host software application on the host computer via 
a network protocol, column 2, lines 30-37 

a database of links to electronic documents stored on the host computer, column 2, line 
51 - column 3, line 10 
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an updating means to update said database of links to ttie electronic documents received 
from the host computer via said method of communication, column 2, line 51 - column 3, line 1 0 

a viewer interface providing means to find the links stored in said database and request 
the electronic documents from the host computer, column 2, line 51 - column 3, line 10 

the viewer interface provides means to directly or indirectly choose viewing preferences, 
which are submitted along with the request for the electronic documents sent to the host 
computer, column 6, lines 20-32 

a host software application installed on said host computer, which comprises 

a method of communication with server software application on the server computer via 

the network protocol, a monitoring means to monitor and register changes to the electronic 

documents stored on the host computer, column 2, lines 30-37 

a notification means to notify the server computer software application about such 

changes to electronic documents via said method of communication, column 2, line 51 - column 

3, line 10 

a manipulation means to manipulate electronic documents by transformation of size, 
dimensions or content, using applicable existing document transformation algorithms, according 
to the viewing preferences received from the server software application via said method of 
communication, column 6, lines 20-32 

a delivery interface providing means to deliver the original or transformed electronic 
documents directly to viewer via the transport protocol, wherein a viewer connects to the server 
computer to find the links to the electronic documents, specify the viewing preferences, according 
to which the electronic documents is automatically processed on the client computer and 
delivered through said communications method directly from the host computer to said viewer; 
column 6, lines 1-32 

wherein said transport protocol is FTP and the method of communications is FTP 
download where said FTP protocol provides client computer's directory browsing capability 
directly to said viewer wherein there is a local cache of processed images on any number of host 
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computers, which is used to serve multiple copies of the same processed document to more than 
one spectator. Column 13, line 14 

12. In regard to claim 18, Skarbo disclosed: 

a plurality of client computers. Column 2, line 51 - column 3, line 1 0 

13. In regard to claim 19, Skarbo disclosed: 

a single computer serves are both said client computer and said host computer with both the 
server software program and a client software program and can function as a client computer and 
process electronic documents. Column 2, line 51 - column 3, line 10 

14. In regard to claim 20, Skarbo disclosed: 

a plurality of single computers, thus achieving scalability and better performance. Column 2, lines 

20-40. 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jeffrey R. Swearingen whose telephone number is (571)272-3921 . The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jason Cardone can be reached on 571-272-3933. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Jeffrey R. Swearingen 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2145 

/J. R. S.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2145 

/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2145 



